
 
                  Capitol Heights Newsletter  SEPTEMBER 2014

NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS 
 
Vickers Park is 

located on S. 

Madison Terrace 

 

Capitol Heights 

Garden Group will 

be at this year’s 

Artober Fest in 

October with 

plants  to sell 

and share 

               
____________ 
 
Thanks to all the neighbors who turned out at the 
Capitol Heights National Night Out!!  It was great 
to see all the new neighbors and a bunch of true 
blue neighbors.  Special thanks to our cooks – 
Randall Culp and Robert Henderson…the 
hotdogs and hamburgers were awesome. 
We had a wonderful homegrown music from The 
Shouting Stone (Bruce and Debbie George), 
Robert Thornhill and Toni Woods. 
Thank you to all who contributed to the 
Montgomery Area Food Bank… donations 
were delivered the next morning thanks to Stacy 
Trantham & Robert Henderson!! 
We would also like to express our thanks to the City 
of Montgomery’s BONDS – Building Our 
Neighborhoods for Development and 
Success for their support of our community!! 
 
 

 
                                
 
 
 
 
 

NEIGHBORLY TALENT 
                    A poem by Jay on Capitol Avenue 

 
Fair lady, lovely lady 
Beauty I see  
You add sweet thoughts to my memory 
Sweeter than any confectioning I have found 
Sweeter than a drop of rain 
In the spring time 
A sweetness that can’t be smelt or tasted 
But in the vastness of my mind it will never be 
wasted. 
          _____________________________ 
 

 FRONT PORCH LIVING 
 

CAPITOL HEIGHTS by CANDLELIGHT 

Tour will is right around the corner and 

efforts to raise funds for this year’s tour 

include the sale of LUMINARIES.  Lit 

luminaries will line the street of S. Capitol 

Parkway during the tour and each one will be 

beautifully decorated with velum paper and have 

the name of a loved one –  

         “In Honor of”    or “In Memory of” 

Each luminary is $10 ….to purchase go to the 

CHCA website click on Capitol Heights 

Candlelight Tour.      

     
        

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH TIPS 
School is in…with the recent accident where the 
Capitol Heights Jr High student was hit and 
injured..please let’s be mindful that they are 
children and we need to be watchful of them.  Slow 
down and be careful. 
 
It is good to see neighbors reporting on Capitol 
Heights NextDoor  - let’s hope that is the second 
thing you do after you first CALL THE POLICE!... 
Remember to keep your porch lights on all night 
and if you can, light up the corners of your home 
too.  THINK PREVENTIVE!! 



 HISTORICAL  
 

Did you know?... 
 
S. Capitol Parkway was originally Central 
Street.   
N. Capitol Parkway was Laseter Street after 
contractor and Mayor of Capitol Heights, F. S. 
Laseter (also spelled Lasseter, Lasiter, Lassiter) 
Winona Avenue named after Winona Watts, 
J.S. Pinckard’s wife 
James Avenue after James Steptoe Pinckard 
Panama Street after the Panama Canal 
which was built about the same time 
Vonora Avenue name resulted from a 
contest to name the street in 1930, named after 
Jake Aronov, is actually Aronov spelled 
backwards 
 
*from Who Was Dexter Avenue, Anyhow? Black Belt Press, 
1995 
 
Thanks to Carole King, her research and notes, and Joe 
Johnson’s notes loaned to the City, along with several 
folders from Carole’s Landmark office that are stuffed 
with interesting articles and first-hand accounts 
collected over a period of time. 
 
Copied from the 2007 Capitol Heights Neighborhood 
Plan for the City of Montgomery 

  
                     RENOVATIONS TIPS  
                                           By Cindy Keeping 
 

Paint colors – It’s a bit daunting to consider 

the painting of your home inside or outside.  I am 
primarily concerned with the interior colors in this 
article.  I prefer to go to New Look on Atlanta Hwy 
because they have a great selection along with the 
samples you can buy to try out your color first.  This 
is the safest way to choose the right color for your 
room.  The light affects color so much and you have 
to see it in the room to determine if the color is 
going to go with your furnishings etc.  I take the 
sample and paint a pretty good of area – 2ft x 2ft to 
see how the natural light and artificial light make it 
look.   
Once you decide the color you need to decide what 
kind of paint – gloss, matte, egg shell, 
flat…personally, I use semi-gloss on all trim around 
doors, actual doors, base boards and crown 
molding. It’s shining and washable.  For walls I use 
egg shell…no sheen but washable.  If you have a lot 

of flaws in your walls, flat paint or egg shell help 
them to disappear…gloss will highlight the flaws. 
Tip:  In historic homes we have to deal with a lot of 
oil based paint on our trim & doors which means 
you need to know for sure which surfaces currently 
have oil base paint on them.  The best way to 
handle this is to give your surface a good cleaning 
with TSP, then a rub down with a product called 
Liquid Sandpaper or Dull Bond.  This really 
prepares the surface.  Then a coat of acrylic-based 
bonding primer that adheres to the surface and 
helps the new paint adhere.  Use regular latex paint. 
If you have recently refinished your hardwood 
floors and have the saw dust affect or if your walls 
are heavily dusty, I recommend you take a broom 
or dust mop to remove…do not use water clean up 
unless there is grime.  A good wet/vac comes in 
handy when removing all dust, cobwebs and dirt. 
 
Just a thought about colors – with all the trim we 
have in our historic homes we really have quite the 
liberty to use strong colors.  But if you plan to sell 
your home any time soon, those colors will not be 
your friend.  You don’t have to use just white or 
beige but keep it soft and clean looking! 
 
One last thing…painter’s canvas drop cloths work 
the best when it comes to keeping your floors drip 
free.  Plastic tears and paper bleeds.  Drop cloths 
are not expensive and re-usable!! 
 
                         ____________ 
 

Capitol Heights by 

Candlelight 
 

Saturday, December 13th 
4:00 pm to 7:00 pm 

 
Featuring S. Capitol Parkway 

Benefiting Brantwood Children’s 
Home 

 
A wonderful Holiday event showcasing our historic 
homes.  It’s our time to shine and show Montgomerians 
what “history” looks like.   
 

Tickets are $10 for Adults 
Seniors (65 & older)  are $7 
Children under 12 are free 

 

If you would like to pre-sale tickets,  
please contact Gwen Moore at 868-1188 

 



YARD OF THE MONTH 
 
    104 & 106 S. Madison Terrace   Geno & Felicia James              

 
 
    50 S. Madison Terrace   Paul & Cindy Keeping 

 
Good Job!!     Congratulations!!! 

 
If you have a neighbor who is making a 
difference in their yards or notice a yard in the 
neighborhood that is really shining…write to us 
at 
capitolheightsmontgomery@gmail.com  
                                                Tricia & Karren 
                    _________________________________ 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

HISTORICAL DESIGNATION 
                   By Christy Anderson 

 

The Capitol Heights Civic Association has formally 

notified the City of Montgomery that they intend to 
pursue historic designation for the undesignated 

properties.   This is a brief overview of that process 

and what designation means.  There isn’t a good 

way to cover everything in detail and keep you 

awake, so be on the lookout for informational 
meetings in the future that will help address 

questions you might have, as well as explain how 

you can help if you feel this is important for the 

neighborhood. 

What is local historic designation? 

Local historic designation means an individual 
structure or neighborhood has been recognized by 

the City of Montgomery as being architecturally or 

historically significant to the community.  Under 

the current city code, a neighborhood has to meet 

the significance criteria (important for architecture, 
history, notable persons; AND have more than 50% 

of properties that are at least 50 years old as 

documented in an architectural survey), and have 

60% of property owners consent in writing for the 

designation process to move forward.   This 

process is initiated by the neighborhood, and not 
the City.  Currently Capitol Heights has just under 

300 designated properties out of approximately 

1200 that are within the neighborhood boundaries.  

Through a grant and with the help of an intern, the 

undesignated areas of the neighborhood have been 
surveyed to meet the architectural and historical 

documentation requirements that are required 

under state law.  The next step is for the CHCA to 

start collecting signatures of property owners (not 

tenants) to work toward the 60% written consent 

requirement (approximately 550 signatures).  Each 
owner of each property must sign the consent 

forms in order for the consent to be valid; and if 

you own more than one property, you would sign a 

consent form for EACH property that you own. 

Historic designation is similar to neighborhood 
covenants and restrictions you might find in a new 

subdivision.   And because someone always asks 

“What gives you the right to tell me what to do with 

my property?”  State statute 11-68 gives 

municipalities to create historic districts and 

Boards to govern changes within those districts.   
The designation process—initiated at the 

neighborhood level, meeting the significance 

criteria, AND collecting signed consent, all help 

insure that designation is not being imposed by the 

City.   Designation helps insure that inappropriate 
changes do not take place within a district and 

gives us a means of recourse when inappropriate 

changes do happen.   Studies have also shown 

that designation helps stabilize property values 

in neighborhoods, as buyers (whether as 

homeowners or investors) may feel they have more 

mailto:capitolheightsmontgomery@gmail.com


protection for their investment, and it may also 

discourage investment by those who might feel  

burdened by having to comply with the additional 
regulations.     

What does it mean? 

Any exterior changes (not just those visible from 

the street) that are made to designated properties 

are subject to review by the Architectural Review 

Board prior to work being done.  Designation does 
not require changes to be made, so if work has 

already been done that is not likely to have been 

approved by the ARB (such as the installation of 

vinyl siding or windows), it does not have to be 

undone.  The review process is effective from the 
point of designation forward; everything done to 

that point is considered “grandfathered in”.   

However, once it becomes necessary to change 

those materials out, they would become subject to 

review.  Interior changes are only considered if they 

affect the exterior—such as finishing an attic and 
needing windows or dormers, raising a window 

height for a kitchen counter.  That sounds like it 

should be common sense, but we did have 

someone pull a building permit for interior 

renovations who started punching holes in the side 
of a building for new windows, because they 

wanted to let light in and started working from the 

inside (I really don’t have to make this stuff up).  

Routine maintenance and repair issues are 

generally not subject to review, so long as you’re 

replacing materials with like materials.  For 
example, re-pouring a concrete driveway in the 

same dimensions as an older, concrete driveway is 

not subject to review; re-pouring a driveway that is 

wider or adds an additional parking area would be 

subject to review.    There is also a pre-approved 
paint palette that can be used on already painted 

surfaces without going through the review process.  

You can find more information online at: 

http://www.montgomeryal.gov/index.aspx?page=7

19    And if you want to see how the process works 

firsthand, the all public hearings are televised by 
Troy University on the Capitol City Connection 

http://www.troytrojanvision.org/ccc-

schedule.html . 

 

Pros and cons 
The benefits of designation are only as good as the 

willingness of the residents to participate.  The 

districts are largely regulated by “self-policing”, in 

that someone will make call or complaint about 

work being done at a particular address.   The City 

will not issue building permits to properties in the 
historic districts for outside changes without an 

ARB approval or my ok that the proposed work 

qualifies as maintenance, so that is a mechanism 

we have to stop work before it starts.  What 

triggers the review process is CHANGE—change in 

materials or appearance.  Good, bad, or indifferent, 
“change” is the determining factor in what 

warrants review.    

I’ll start with the cons.  The first is that because 

there is a review process, you can’t just start up a 

big project when inspiration strikes.   Designation 
requires that you plan ahead for changes you want 

to make, and fully think through your project.  We 

are well aware that things happen beyond our 

control, and do our best to accommodate 

emergency situations, but if you see a great looking 

purple door on HGTV and decide your front door 
would look great purple too, you need to go 

through the process to get the color approved.   

It also means that you may not be able to use the 

cheapest materials available.  Porches need to look 

like porches, and therefore 5/4 decking is not a 
good substitute for a tongue and groove board.  

Vinyl windows, especially those with a grid 

between the glass to approximate a traditional 

window pattern are NOT acceptable, nor is vinyl 

siding.   And unless there is an overhanging eave 

or lap siding, shed kits sold by Costco, Lowes and 
Home Depot won’t be a viable option either. 

The flip side to that is that, just as you can’t just 

go out and paint your door purple or put in cheap 

windows or pave over your front yard, neither can 

your neighbor.  And if they do, there is a 
mechanism for the City to pursue to get the 

changes undone.   

We take complaints anonymously, and if, upon 

inspection of a property, deem that an approval 

was required, we will issue a stop work notice 

(when work is in progress) and send the property 
owner a letter giving them 30 days to undo what’s 

been done or to make application to the ARB to get 

approval after the fact.  Since change is our trigger 

for review (and not whether or not something looks 

nice), we require that ALL work go before the ARB, 
not just things that are deemed questionable or 

inappropriate.   

If someone goes to the ARB to address a violation, 

the Board will approve or deny the petition.  If the 

owner fails to respond to our request, I file an 

affidavit with Municipal Court, and we ask the 
judge to impose a fine and order the work reversed.  

If the owner fails to appear, after a period of time 

the summons becomes a warrant.   If we can’t 

remedy the situation with a current owner, and 

particularly with properties that go into 
foreclosure, we can also have the violation recorded 

with the deed, so the burden of bringing the 

property into compliance will fall to the next owner.   

 What does this mean for you? 

Is historic designation a silver bullet for addressing 

issues in the neighborhood?  No, but it can be a 
tool in the arsenal afforded to older neighborhoods 

that helps neighborhoods protect themselves.  

Right now Capitol Heights has several designated 

streets, but the adjacent undesignated properties 

are not subject to the same review process.  As 

such, the designations in place in Capitol Heights 
offer limited protection—my next door neighbor 

can’t pave his front yard, but my rear yard 



neighbor could haul in 3 metal sheds and cut 

down all the trees without anyone at the City 

batting an eye.   
Personally, as a resident of one of those designated 

streets (and not just in the interest of job security), 

I think it is a positive for a neighborhood—it says 

we care about what happens here, we want this to 

be a nice place and not easy pickings for slum 

lords (and yes, this is a specific group, because we 
have many good landlords in our neighborhood), 

and I know coming into the neighborhood that 

certain things can’t happen on my neighbor’s 

property—no front yard chain link fence, no vinyl 

fence as a porch rail, no replacement of grass with 
gravel, no painting the house pink and purple.   If 

I’m hesitant coming in to a neighborhood not 

knowing what the adjacent property owners’ 

intentions might be, designation gives me some 

level of assurance that we’re all playing by the 

same rules.        
Ultimately it is up to the property owners of Capitol 

Heights to decide if the tradeoff of instant 

gratification for delayed gratification makes sense 

for the neighborhood’s long term viability.  It all 

starts with you! 
                __________________________ 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

2014 
Sept 9 – 7:00 (Tuesday) Capitol Heights Civic 

Association meeting located at Capitol Heights 
United Methodist Church on Winona Avenue. 

 

Oct 4 – 9:00 – 4:00 (Saturday) 

    ARTOBERFEST 
Vickers Park located on S. Madison Terrace – Join 

us for a day of art, crafts and family fun!!   

Free to the public. 

 

Oct 14 – 7:00 (Tuesday) Capitol Heights Civic 

Association meeting at Capitol Heights United 
Methodist Church on Winona Avenue. 
 
Nov 11 – 6:00 (Tuesday) Capitol Heights Civic 
Association meeting 

      Thanksgiving Dinner 
Bring a covered dish, turkey & gravy will be 
provided.  Good food, good neighbors…Yum!! 
 
Dec 5 (?) City of Montgomery Christmas 
Parade – CH will have an entry – call Cindy 
Keeping if you want to help build the float!! 
More info to come!! 

Dec 9 – 7:00 (Tuesday) Capitol Heights Civic 
Association meeting at Capitol Heights United 
Methodist Church on Winona Avenue. 
 
Dec 13 – 4:00 – 7:00 pm (Saturday) 

Capitol Heights by Candlelight 
Event begins at the Greek Orthodox Church at the 

corner of S.  Capitol Pkwy and Mt. Meigs.  Tickets 

will be sold at the church but if you want tickets to 

sell before the event, contact  

Gwen Moore at 868-1188. 

    ________________________________ 

 

MONTGOMERY RESOURCES 
 
Many of you met Kevin Hollis from the City of 
Montgomery Archives at the July 2014 meeting.  
Here is the contact information for Mr. Hollis: 
832-7173   located at the Montgomery Courthouse 
Annex on S. Lawrence St (Old Montgomery 
Advertiser newspaper building) 8:00 – 5:00 Office 
hours.  Mr. Hollis is looking for vintage papers 
(receipts, newspapers, documents, yearbooks etc) 
photos and histories of our neighborhood…so think 
of him before you throw out any items from your 
attic or grandma’s house. 
 

311- City of Montgomery’s phone number to 

 Ask the city department questions you 
may have concerning governmental 
issues 

 To report ordinance violations 
(overgrown weeds, broken down cars, 
graffiti, etc ) 

 Make the city aware of issues (down 
limbs, pothole repairs, streetlight out, 
etc) 

Don’t be afraid to use.  The operator will be 
glad to help by answering any questions or 
direct you to the correct department!! 
 
Historic Sign Plaque – If you want one of 
these plaques, go to the city website 
(Montgomeryal.gov) and see if your house 
qualifies.  Fill out the application and take it to 
Christy Anderson (25 Washington Ave., 4th 
Floor) along with a check for $40.  The signs 
are well made out of metal and should be 
displayed on the front of your house. 
 

 


